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We know that there was a time when the returned exiles were
fully convinced that Zerubbabel was the Blessed One of Jahweh.
At the same time Cyrus,1 and even Alexander,2 were suspected
of being the Messiah, and Josephus has the incredible effrontery
to claim that the Promises found their fulfilment in Vespasian"3
Suetonius and Tacitus naturally echo the Jewish historian 4
and allege that Vespasian and Titus are indeed the objects of
the prophecies which promised that the world should be ruled
by " certain men coming out of Judcea" 5 It need hardly be
said that the Jewish people were not affected by such inter-
pretations.
It is no exaggeration to say that just before the birth of
Jesus, speculations as to the date and duration of the Messianic
reign, the coming of the Messiah, the Day of Jahweh, the
Resurrection and the Last Judgment, were central in Jewish
thought, and occupied the chief place among the politico-
religious questions which engrossed the inhabitants of Palestine.
The Scribes discussed them in their schools, they were the
inspiration of the synagogues, and the common people found
in their expectation of what was to come consolation and stimulus,
not unmixed with anxiety. Up till this time interest in the
coming of the Messiah does not seem to have been keen, and
the Messiah finds no great place in the texts, but this can no
longer be said of Jesus* contemporaries or of the following
generation. Interest and enthusiasm increased till the time
of the Great Revolt ; a crop of prophets and Messiahs arose,6
and there were numerous incidents portending an imminent
divine manifestation.
I have spoken above of arithmetical calculations. Such
reckonings, which claim to give a date for the coming of the
Messiah, may be found in the apocalyptic books.7 The
announcement that " the Kingdom was at hand," which is
the essence of Jesus' teaching (Matt. i. 14-15 ; ix. 1 ; xiii. 30),
1 At any rate, LXXV, ii, 508, is prepared to apply Sib. Oracles iii.
286 ff. to him :
xai Tors drj ©eog ovQavcBsv zisfiysi. fiaffdea
d'avdoa exacrrov ev aipan zal ftvgoz avyfj
— Then God will send a king from heaven to judge all men with blood and
flaming fire.
2	Kampers, Alexander der Grosse und die Idee der Weltimperiums in
Prophetic und Saga, Friburg, 1901.
3	Jos., B.J., vi, 5, 4.
4	LXXV, ii, 518.
5	Tacitus, Hist., v, 13.    Cf. Suetonius, Vesp., 4.
6	Jos., B.J., ii, 13, 4 ;   vi, 5, 2 ;   AnL, xx, 8, 6.    Cf. XLYIII, 5 ff.
7	CCLXXX, 273 ;   COLXXXIII, 6.

